Prior Smith: Broadcasting
north and south

I')lirsr Smwthe Fuks 9 mose nod .;,,-,|1.|. fawr
news, Dt for opporening.

Lzt mss :'_xl:-|.'|,i11 Proor Jannched and
has been the producer of Grapeling, the
by sports commmetany progran sLrmng
Ihen Cherry and Brian Williams since is
i epimen 3o oyears apo. Plus, for 33 years,
he's been the host of Canade Calling, the
daily newscasts for Canadians wintering
in Florida.

Yo might say that this is his busy
season. Prion who spemg 13 years i the
s s CGFRE Toronio, Iu-gnu iz
brosaddecast career an CGRLY Lindsay. From
there, he spent e in Leamingion,
Caorrrennl ] anad CRALY Monineal.

Helaxing in a Rogers Radio Torontoe
stucdin afier & recent Grupedine recording,
sesston, Pror discussed that program’s
history.
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A puy named Cerry Panerson, whe
was Don Cherrv's friend and agent,
came 1o see me at St Clair Productions
[Srandard Broadeasting's procuction com-
pany}in 1984, He said that be wanted e
do a hockey show with Pon Cherrg |
chuckled and told him that the Tine ol
people wha wanted o do o staned
dowen the hall and aroand the corner
b thee edevator. Gy reached into his
peacket, pulbed our a cheque for S 100,000,
passedd i1 across the desk and said, "When
o vour think we might be able to stant?
Thinking quickly, 1 answered, “Tow's a
week from Monday?®

Prior's concept for the program was
o et Don do his thing and hawve 20 "Lep
notch broadeaster™ on the other side af
the desk, Enter Boan Williams

“Brian was doing sparts at the ocal
Tewrerto §HCTY aflfiliare”, Prior remem-
bers, *1 called him, he came in and he and
Prom just clicked immediately. And here
wie are 2o seasons later”

Pricr says they record sesemn shows
atme “We talk constanthy throughaut the
week 1o lock down whiat we wanl 1o dis
cuss then, ot the session, Dan andd Bran
record their seprnents and when neces-
sary, |Rogers Balio Toronto producer]
Stam | Mantecks| and Dedin their comments
derwny 1o the foar minures that we need.”

Prior's other winter project, Canadi
Calling. has been around for more than
half a century with three separate bosts
Leaning back in his swivel chair. Prior re
calls that program’s origing

*rave Price was the co-host of 2 GROC
radice metwark shose calbed  Tisasr  ond
lamthpree and he'd been m Florida in
1948 covenng the Torante: Maple Leafs
hasehall team, He was S.il!inﬁ on the
wrach with & bunch of his buddies and
they couldn's find the score of the previ-
ous night's Stanley Cup hockey game,

*Ome of his pals said, "Trave yow're in
the radio business, this anca’s cawling with
Canadians, put a show on down here!

The light bulb wemnt o and i Jamany of

1954, the first anada L'.u"in:\- wias brooadd-
cast. I'm the third host Dave did ol
1975, 1 hehiese i wies, bun hty then hie was

inge hiz mid 702 and incill health, 5o he

sold the network o |broadeaster and
politician] Finlay MacDionald,

“I'd hieard it near the end of the Dave
Price era and thought it needed an updat
ing 501 went into competition and with
in-a VO Ty nebwork was twice the size
of theiss Within a cotple of wears, Candada
Cailtng hd Taded away.”

PMrior faunched his seowice as The
Coarundiien Sess wirh Prioe Smich, but oveny-
e bepE reterting, o it as Camada (nlling,
<o e researched the title, fourd the trade-
mark had lapsed and eveniually adapted
it as his program’s mame Currently
there's a network of 15 stations and each
mewseast 15 fve-arad-acbal D mnones !f:-l'ls'_.

Evern n today'’s computer age; Prior
sy “Your get bevond the border more
thatn 1) miles and is:as if Canada does-
o'l exist. | don't give hockey soores because
your can gt those on ESPH or any cable
sporns channel, just all the news from
Canada. 've been on the same stations,
at the same time, Tor aver 30 years, wihich,
1o me, is incredibde.

Incredille is also the swond thal could
b applivd to Prior Smnh's 44 year hraasd-
casl jourmwy. He's one of our imdustry's
unsung heroes, and it you don't believe
rine just ask Don Cherny, Brian Williams
arany of the millions of Canadians who
winter in Florida.

Daug Thompeas, whod el ke b work
on i Florida tan rght abouf now, can be
reachied at doug. Rrogens.com,
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